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To all our families, 

I have been bowled over this week with love and admiration for our 

community. Thank you all so much for the kindness you have shown this 

week to our school community and those suffering in Ukraine. 

It was my favourite week of the school calendar this week—BOOK 

WEEK! I have loved walking through the corridors seeing children 

across the school engrossed in a book and talking with them about some 

of the favourite authors. The costumes this year were wonderful and 

I was so delighted that many of our staff chose to dress up as some 

of the books we have been focusing our learning on in English this year. 

It doesn’t stop here though—please do keep reading with your child 

every day as it does make such a differ-

ence. We want every Lionwood child to 

leave us a reader and with your help, we 

can make that a reality for all our children. 

Have a great weekend, 

Ms Kingsley and the Lionwood Team  

Nursery  -  Sebastian and Alistair 

Pear Class -  Ella-Rose 

Apple Class  -  Agnes 

Holly Class -  Miraj 

Maple Class  -  Oscar 

Elm Class—Taiya 

Willow Class -  Veronica 

Rowan Class -  Johannes 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

A very big WELL DONE to 

these children for their hard 

work and commitment to 

their learning. We want to 

take this opportunity to say 

how proud we are of them. 

Attendance 

28/02/22 to 04/03/22 

Cherry am  -  96.45% 

Cherry pm  -  87.3% 

Apple  -  95.74% 

Pear  -  99.13% 

Holly  -  97.41% 

Maple  -  93.7% 

Elm  -  89.17% 

Rowan  -  97.39% 

Willow  -  82.35% 

Whole School 

93.61% 

Target = 96% 

 



 

 

 

ST MATTHEWS CHURCH, NORWICH 

  BABY and TODDLER GROUP 

Thursdays 

9.00am to 10.30am   

1.00pm to 2.30pm  

WOMENS INTERNATIONAL GROUP 

Friday mornings 9am to 12pm 

Female only group with children (pre-school).  Meet 
others, fun time for children, help with English lan-
guage and help with links to statutory authorities 

ALL SESSIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE 

 

FRIDAY 18TH MARCH 

 We will be having a non-uniform day on Friday 

18th March for Red Nose Day.   

Money donations welcome - there will be collec-

tion pots in your child’s class on the day. 

IS YOUR CHILD STARTING SCHOOL 

THIS YEAR? 

For support and information  to help        

prepare your child for starting school   

please visit: 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/

childhood-development-additional-

needs/supporting-development/

starting-school 

ABSENCE and LATENESS 

We are extremely concerned about the increasing number of children that are 

still arriving late to school. Children should be dropped off at their designated 

year group drop off points in time for registration at 8.55am.   

Our current overall attendance is 92%. It needs to be at least 96% and above. The percentage of 

children ‘persistently absent’ (less than 90%) is 33%! 59 pupils! This absolutely needs to change.  

Lateness is causing disruption to learning and staff in the mornings, and children that are persis-

tently late are missing valuable learning time.   

When external agencies such as OFSTED come to visit the school, they will look at our attend-

ance figures and it may impact our ‘outstanding’ rating if this does not improve dramatically. We 

know there are many amazing things to celebrate at our school, it would be a shame for this to 

overshadow them.  

Persistent absence and lateness will be closely monitored over the next few weeks and we will 

be contacting individual parents/carers where we have concerns about their child’s attendance.   

PARENT QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

This week in honour of Book Week and Shirley Hughes, it’s all about books! 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

https://forms.office.com/r/cThXLY9TUN 

https://forms.office.com/r/cThXLY9TUN


Supporting the Ukrainian People 

We know that many families will be worried about the current situation in the Ukraine. Our 

thoughts are with the families suffering in Ukraine and the awful situation they are going 

through. Thank you all so much for your brilliant ideas and messages of support. We will 

now make a plan as staff to how we will contribute as a school.  

We have decided at this point not to talk to the children directly about what is happening due to the wide 

range of understanding and emotional development of the children but Childline have an advice page if 

you would like support on how to talk to your child about the situation.  https://www.childline.org.uk/get

-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/ 

At Lionwood we believe we are ‘All different. All Equal. All learning.’ It is important for us all to be very 

mindful of children who are refugees and just fled violence and war. Everyone is entitled to be safe and 

everyone is welcome at our school – one of our Golden Reminders is to ‘Care for everyone and every-

thing.’ We know our families and the community will show the same sympathy and kindness to everyone 

in our school community at what will be a worrying and difficult time for some of our families who have 

family in the Ukraine and surrounding countries. 

CURRICULUM UPDATES 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery we have been meteorologists and some of us chose to record what 
the weather was like each day on our weather charts. A few of the children told me that they 
had been doing this at home with their parents too. The children made observational draw-
ings of daffodils and raindrop paintings made using pipettes. It was great to see the children 
choosing to practise forming numbers by tracing over them, at one point I had 6 children 
sitting around the table with me! The children looked amazing yesterday in their costumes. 
One of the most popular activities linked to 'Dear Zoo' was making salt dough animal deco-
rations.  

Reception 

We started this week by making and eating pancakes! The children 
thought they were delicious. In Maths, the children have shown that they 
are fantastic Mathematicians when halving numbers. We are thoroughly 
enjoying the warmer weather and have loved being in the courtyard. 
Lots of the children impressed Ms Kingsley and Ms Thorpe with their 
monkey bar skills.  The children have shown great perseverance to com-
plete them.  We also went on a super ‘Bear Hunt’ on World Book Day.  
The children are becoming very familiar with our core text ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’.  

Year 1 

In Year 1 this week the children finished off their freestanding structures in 
Design and Technology.  We have started learning about algorithms in 
Computing.  The children had a go at programming Beebots and gave 
their grown-up algorithms for brushing their teeth!  We had lots of fun on 
World Book Day.  We took part in loads of ac-
tivities based around our story ‘Where the 

Wild Things Are’.  We shared the story and sequenced and retold it.  We also 
drew Wild Things and made our own Wild Thing masks which we wore to our 
own wild rumpus in the afternoon!   

Year 2 

What a busy week! In English we’ve been thinking deeply about the characters in 
’The Fox and the Star’ and how their feelings change throughout the story. We 
have continued to explore calculation strategies in Mathematics, using what we 
know to solve number and word problems. This week in Design and Technology 
the children have completed their moving pictures. They created pictures for 
younger children which include parts that move with a simple mechanism such as 
a lever and slider. Finally, we all had a lot of fun celebrating World Book Day and 
enjoying a day of learning linked to our book Gorilla by Anthony Browne. 

https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/

