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Dear families
Welcome to the new half term! We have been making preparations this week following the announcement from the government that schools will re-open for all pupils from 8th March 2021. Following
this, there will be a period of assessment to see the impact this has on infection rates.
I know that some parents will be so pleased that we are open, while others will be concerned that
we are not ‘out of the woods’ yet and will be worried about the reopening of the schools. Although
we cannot make any guarantees, we feel confident that we have the safety measures in place that
are required and that every member of staff is vigilant to the risks. It is important that I make
you aware that all children on roll (who are not extremely critically vulnerable) are required by law to
return to school on Monday 8th March and the attendance teams will be monitoring attendance in the
normal way.
Some staff have been vaccinated if they are in priority groups and some remain shielding in line with
government guidelines. Many staff are testing for COVID twice weekly and keeping strictly to the
COVID rules. I am incredibly proud of the efforts of the staff and the parents during the lockdown
and I am confident that we will all continue to work together to keep the children safe as possible.
We anticipate that although some pupils will be very keen to be back, some will be anxious. If you are
worried for any reason about your child’s return to the classroom then please contact the classteacher on ClassDojo before the return on 8th March and they will call you back. This will enable us to put
plans in place to support the children.
We are all here to help—so don’t hesitate to contact us if you need any support or advice
Keep safe and well
Hannah Kingsley and the Lionwood Team

Thursday 4th March is World Book Day!
At Lionwood we will be celebrating this throughout next week.
We will be doing some exciting activities and challenges including:



Masked Reader!
Dress up as your favourite book character on Thursday
4th March – this applies in school and at home!

Book-themed Zoom registers!

Creating your own story in the style of his ‘There’s a Monster in my Book’ series!
See the ClassDojo School story for more detail on these activities from Mrs Harpham!
Your first challenge for next week is to draw the cover of your favourite story and display this in a window at home so that
people on their daily walks can see your favourite story and get ideas of different stories to read – let’s share our love of reading! Your child will also receive a digital version of their £1 book token which can be used to purchase one of the World Book
Day books in the image above.
We can’t wait for a week full of book-themed fun and look forward to seeing your costumes on Thursday!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE FIRST WEEK BACK


As per government guidelines, only 1 adult per household can pick-up and drop children off. This
must be adhered to avoid congestion at the entrances and reduce risk.



2m social distancing must be maintained at all times between adults, children and staff during drop off and pick up times. THIS IS ESSENTIAL AS WE TRY AND KEEP THE INFECTION
RATE DOWN AND PREVENT THE CLOSURE OF BUBBLES.



All parents/carers on the school site should wear a facemask while on the premises unless
they have notified the school that they are exempt from wearing a face covering.



Children will be doing PE inside and outside and will need to come into school on their PE day,
dressed for PE.



At all other times children need to wear full school uniform.



If you are picking up or dropping off your child in Elm, Rowan or Willow Class, do not drive down
Stan Peterson Close. This will avoid congestion and ensure the road remains safe for children and parents to use as an entrance.



Your child must bring a named water bottle in to school. These can stay in school during the week
or you can take them home to be washed each day. We will make sure all water bottles go home
on Friday to be washed.



Please do not allow your children to bring possessions in from home, including toys. We understand
that some children may be feeling unsettled and may want the comfort of bringing an object/toy
from home to support transition but this is not possible under the restrictions.

Parents’ Consultations
If you would like to talk to the class teacher because you are concerned about your
child returning to the classroom—please contact the teacher via Class Dojo and
they will arrange a phone call before 8th March 2021.
All parents will be invited to have a phone call with the teacher once the children have been back
in school for a few weeks. These will take place during the fortnight after Easter (12th – 23rd
April 2021). Details of how you book an appointment will be sent to you.
The Rest of the School Year
From 8th March, we will try and resume as many of the normal running of the school as we can. All
the restrictions that we had in the Autumn Term remain including no performances and school trips.
We do not know whether we will be able to have our normal end of term events or whether we will
have to plan alternatives.
We will work hard to ensure that transition particularly for the Year 2’s and our new Reception and
Nursery children runs as smoothly as possible and is a celebration of their departures and arrivals.
We hope that face-to-face transition events will be able to take place in some form—but we will only
do this if it is safe to do so.
Year 2 teachers will be working hard to do all they can to make sure that the children meet the standards required for the end of Key Stage 1 without making the children anxious or stressed.
They will also be providing transition documentation to all the Junior Schools as well as making
phone calls to discuss the children and attending meetings. Those children with Special Educational
Needs will be discussed in detail to ensure that the Junior Schools can prepare for the support that is
needed.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES

You also been emailed the COVID 19 Safety Measures—Information for Parents which details
the plan we have put in place in response to the advice and guidance from the LA, Central Government, Public Health England and the NHS for the return of all children.
Nursery children will arrive and leave from the usual entrances and at the normal times.
Reception (Pear, Apple and Damson)
Parent/carer and children can arrive between 8:45 and 9:00 from the Main Gate and walk around
the back of the Reception Garden to the right. Children will be greeted by their teacher and
dropped off at the door. Children will be collected at 3pm from their classroom.
Year 1 (Holly and Maple)
Parent/carer and children can arrive between 8:45 – 9:00 from the Breakfast Club Entrance and
will drop off children at the door. Children will be greeted by their Teacher and will go to their
classroom to be registered by their TA (or vice versa). Children will be collected at 3pm from the
Breakfast Club entrance.
Year 1/2 (Elm, Willow and Rowan)
Parent/carer and children can arrive between 8:40 – 8:55 from the Stan Peterson Close gate.
Parents/carer will drop off children at the Muga and will be greeted by a Teacher and children will
go to their classroom to be registered by their TA (or vice versa). Children will be collected at
3pm from the Muga.
WE REQUEST THAT ALL PARENTS WEAR FACE COVERINGS ON SITE AND DO NOT REMAIN
ON SITE LONGER THAN NECESSARY.

Breakfast Club and After School Club
Breakfast Club will open again for pupils from Monday 8th March 2021 at LIANS.
The After School Club at LJS will once again be open for pupils from 8th March 2021. Places
can be booked at both if parents fulfil the following criteria: “The use of the provision is reasonably
necessary to support them to work, seek work, undertake education or training, attend a medical appointment or address a medical need or attend a support group.”
Please continue to book After School Club as normal through Parentmail.

Closing a ‘bubble’
As before, if a child or member of staff tests positive for COVID 19, we will have to close the
‘bubble’. This is of course the last thing we want to do and will do everything we can to keep the
children and staff safe.
It is vital that if your child or someone in the household has symptoms of COVID 19, you inform
the school and keep your child at home, get a test and remain at home until you get the results.:

a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not
need to measure your temperature)

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal
HOME LEARNING WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR ALL CHILDREN SELF ISOLATING.

Nursery - Leo
Holly Class - Remi
Maple Class - Brandon
Elm Class - Luca
Willow Class - Philip
Rowan Class - Hattie

CONGRATULATIONS!
A very big WELL DONE to these
children for their hard work
and commitment to their learning. We want to take this opportunity to say how proud we
are of them.

Nursery - Szilard and Charlie
Pear Class - Tahlia, Hadassah and Phoebe
Damson Class - Aria and Mason
Apple Class - Eva and Freya
Holly Class - Alila and Orion
Maple Class - Freddie and Zoe
Elm Class - Leo
Willow Class –Thameran and Frankie
Rowan Class - Emily

CONGRATULATIONS!
A very big WELL DONE to
these children for their hard
work and commitment to their
home learning. We want to
take this opportunity to say
how proud we are of them.

