Lionwood Infant and Nursery
School Newsletter
Friday 15th May 2020
To all our parents/carers at Lionwood Infant School,
We wanted to send out an additional newsletter slightly earlier this week, as I know you must be concerned
about the Government’s announcement about the possible opening of the school to some children over the
next few weeks.

I want to say first of all, that although all the staff would love to open the school and get back to
‘business as usual’—we are committed to not putting your children, families or our staff at risk.
We need to carry out full risk assessments so that whatever decision we make is well-informed and
measured.
We have asked parents to fill in a questionnaire early in the process (even though the questions are
hard to answer for some at this stage). This is to make sure that your views inform our thinking
from the very beginning.
We will inform you thoroughly about our reasoning behind decisions as we make them, and be clear
about the details of safety plans, if indeed we were to open this term.
At that point—parents/carers will be able to make the decision about whether to send children to
school or not, knowing fully the safety plan in place and will receive no pressure either way from the
school—this will include no fines for non-attendance.
Currently, we are scrutinising all of the Government’s proposals, as well as their guidance and the
guidance of other bodies, such as NHS, Local Authority and DFE, Public Health and Unions in order to
make the right decision.
I will keep you informed of the next steps as they are finalised.
Thank you to all parents who filled in the survey and left comments—I have been so
grateful for the clarity and thoughtfulness of parents/carers around this issue. If you would like
to fill out the survey—go to:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=4ZR6__kB8UaMf_R5EalFlTAsIqTuNExBj1Vc1x2NJ1RUNzhGRk4yRzgwNVowSjcxT0IyUktWV1
BLSi4u
Or you can email me at officelians@istnorfolk.co.uk and let me know your views or request any help if
you and your family are in difficulty.
Please be assured that Inclusive Schools Trust are fully supporting us, to make a decision that has
the health of the Lionwood community at it’s heart.
Keep safe and well
Hannah Kingsley and the Lionwood Team

Running a school during a pandemic
So many of you have got in touch to share work, photos, videos and messages about what you
are doing during this extraordinary time - below is a bit about what the staff are doing, as we
see so very few of you at the moment.
Office
The school office is being manned during school
hours by Admin and Support staff as well as the
Leadership Team from both schools.
From here we have been taking phone call about
anything from School Lunch delivery to solving
technical issues around Home Learning.

Critical Workers
We are continuing to provide childcare for children of critical workers. We are currently based
at Lionwood Junior School. A big thank you to
them for having us, it’s been so much fun to explore the building and grounds!

We have also been dealing with HR issues,
recruitment and admissions—as well as the
information gathering for the DFE.
We are keen for parents to contact us with any
concerns they have as we want to make sure that
we can minimise the stress for families at this
difficult time.
You can ring the office phone on (01603) 433014
or contact:

The school will be closed this half term holiday
(25th-29th May) - If any keyworkers have
difficulties with this please contact us at:

officelians@istnorfolk.co.uk

officelians@istnorfolk.co.uk
Teachers and Teaching Assistants

The class teachers are providing Home Learning which has developed over the
time to try and meet the needs of a wide variety of families—please get in
touch on Class Dojo or by emailing officelians@istnorfolk if you have any problems. We are happy to try and provide as many different ways of accessing
the learning and will always try to meet the needs of the children and parents.
Thank you to those parents who have told us of any issues or have provided
ideas and support to us.
The teachers absolutely love receiving the children’s work, photos and messages and will respond regularly throughout the week. If you do not hear back for any reason—please contact us.
Several children have taken up the opportunity to talk to their teachers. If you would still like to request
a phone call from your child’s teacher, please email us by Monday 18th May. We will continue to offer
this after the half term as well. The class teachers have really enjoyed the calls!
Teachers are also writing the annual reports, reviewing planning and curriculum, preparing transition
documents, planning for teaching in school for Key workers and dealing with queries from children and
parents.
Teachers and Teaching Assistants are also taking this opportunity to do online training—training carried
out so far has included Safeguarding, Prevent, First Aid, Assessment, Special Educational Needs, Speech
and Language training, Signalong, and Pastoral Support.

Pastoral Support
We are getting a little more used to supporting families from a distance. It has been challenging, but the
Pastoral staff, Safeguarding Leaders and Leadership Team have been holding child protection meetings,
liaising with social workers, charities and community groups to provide emotional and practical support
to families with a range of needs.
We are hugely grateful to the volunteers who are distributing food and essentials for us.
We really miss you all. If you are struggling with anything, please contact us and we will do our best
to help—even if its just a listening ear!
Ring (01603) 433014 or email: officelians@istnorfolk.co.uk

